
Mosshead Family Learning Policy 

In session 2017-18, we decided to pilot a new homework/ family learning model and in 

session 2018-19 we reviewed this and created the following policy. The reason for doing this 

was because we had engaged with research which suggested the type of homework we were sending 

home previously would not necessarily benefit pupils’ attainment in the long term and because many 

of our children were not returning the homework set.  

There is little evidence to suggest that the traditional model (a compulsory piece of work set and 

marked by the teacher) impacts positively on children’s learning. It is very work intensive for teachers 

for very little gain. Spending 10 minutes with your child playing a game, practising a skill orally or 

reading is more effective than sitting your child down to do a worksheet. There are many other valid 

reasons for not setting fixed homework - The school day is busy and covers the curriculum within 

lesson time. Homework doesn’t work well for children in wrap-around childcare and there is often not 

enough time to fit extra-curricular activities, family time, daily reading, and downtime into an evening. 

The Research/ Policy and Guidelines from Scottish Government and East Dunbartonshire noted 

below helped to guide our thinking: 

‘Overall, homework in primary schools does not appear to lead to large increases in learning.’ and 
‘Effective homework is associated with greater parental involvement and support.’ Education 
Endowment Foundation 

‘Family learning encourages family members to learn together, with a focus on intergenerational 

learning.’ 'It is a powerful method of engagement and learning which can foster positive attitudes 

towards life-long learning.’ 

(Family Learning Network, 2016). 

The National Improvement Framework, designed to help deliver excellence and equity in education 
outlines the Scottish Government’s position on family learning as follows: 
‘Family learning encourages family members to learn together, fostering positive attitudes to 
lifelong learning. We want to improve and increase the ways in which parents, carers and families 
can engage with teachers and partners to support their children’ 
The Scottish Government National Improvement Framework 2017 

‘Learning together’, Scotland’s national action plan on parental involvement, parental engagement, 

family learning and learning at home 2018 – 2021 recognises that ‘parental engagement leads to 

better educational outcomes’ and that ‘family learning has a vital role to play in helping families to 

learn and develop together.’ 

East Dunbartonshire Council Education Service’s Parental Engagement Strategy recommends that, 
‘in the primary stages, homework has a family learning approach rather than routine, rote tasks.’ 
stating that ‘Maximising children’s learning is best facilitated by parents engaging in learning 
activities in the home, in tandem with similar critical instructions being received at school.’ (Crosnoe 
2012) 

We carried out a survey about family learning/ homework and had 131 responses. This information is 

in Appendix 1. 

Parents Views 

The majority of parents value opportunities to extend their child’s learning at home by doing tasks 

with them, although some parents do not wish to do any type of homework with their child as they 

feel the other out of school activities they engage in are more valuable. Many of our families have 

working parents and many of our children attend clubs and out of school activities. Parents appreciate 

the flexibility within the family learning model. We have developed a model to allow parents to decide 

the time spent on homework.  



Reading 

For younger children we will ask parents to work with their child to learn skills for reading e.g. learning 

initial sounds, practising reading school texts and reading for enjoyment. Older children are asked to 

read texts of their choice regularly. We have provided access to Bug Club to give all families a range of 

different texts they can enjoy with their child. 

Spelling 

We encourage parents to practise common words and spelling sounds at home with their child and 

provide a choice of activities to support them to do this.  Each week we will send home a list of 

spelling words for children to practise. 

Numeracy 

At the start of each learning block (August, January, April) we send home some ideas for supporting 

your child with their numeracy learning. This focusses upon practising basic skills which are essential 

for many areas of numeracy and maths as well as providing information on the numeracy focus for 

that block. 

Other areas 

At the start of each learning block (August, January, April) we send home a grid containing ideas for 

tasks related to learning in class. None of these tasks are compulsory but all work brought into school 

for sharing will be valued by the class teacher. We will also share the learning targets with you termly 

so that parents know the broad learning areas the children will focus on.  

 Learning Profiles 

Children will have learning profiles which will be updated each term. These will provide snapshots of 

some of their learning. Targets for learning will also be shared through the learning profile. Through 

the learning profile we will share some of your child’s work on literacy, numeracy, health & wellbeing 

and other areas of the curriculum. 

  

 

Family life is busy! We want to support family learning which can be done at 

a time to suit you. Some weeks you may choose to do a few activities and 

other weeks none. 

Family learning should be active. Active learning engages and challenges 

children’s thinking. Children learn best when they are playing, talking, 

exploring and investigating. 

Family learning should be fun! It is important that children learn about things 

they are interested in. By providing choice we want to increase engagement. 

Family time is important. Family learning activities have been designed to 

encourage positive family experiences – playing, talking, sharing. You may 

decide to engage in alternative family experiences than those suggested by 

the school. 

Many of the family learning activities designed by the teachers will link 

directly with what is going on in class.  

Family learning will not be marked by the class teacher. Teachers will, 

however, encourage children to share and celebrate family learning 

achievements in class. It is your choice what and how many activities you do. 



Appendix 1 

Review of Family Learning/ Homework Nov 18 

Parents - Family Learning/ Homework Survey Summary 

A survey was carried out to gather parents’ views following the introduction of homework/ family 

learning grids last session. There were 131 responses to the survey. 

 76% (100/131) felt the new approach supported family learning. 

People who felt the new approach did not support family learning made the following comments: 

 Families already do lots of these types of activities 

 Parents don’t have time to engage in activities  

 This is more work for parents 

 Some parents preferred the more traditional homework  

 Some parents want compulsory homework rather than optional tasks 

 Some parents prefer their children attend clubs and do other activities rather than homework 

or family learning tasks 

 Parents wanted to know more about what learning is taking place in school 

66% (86/131) preferred options rather than fixed tasks. Many people commented that they would 

prefer no homework. 

99% (130/131) said that their children engaged in other learning activities outside of school (sports 

clubs, social groups, outdoor activities, etc) 

76% (100/131) felt very or extremely confident supporting literacy at home. 22% felt somewhat 

confident and only 2 parents did not feel confident. 

Parents suggested the following to help them better support literacy at home: 

 Different books to read than the books read in class 

 Choice of books to read 

 Books to encourage enjoyment of reading 

 Suggested books for a child’s age 

 A book list 

 Books with questions/ comprehension 

(All of the above is now being provided through Bug Club reading) 

 

 Information sheets/ Info about how children are learning 

 Fixed homework tasks/ more written tasks 

 Board games library 

 Want to know more about what is being learned in school 

 Homework over the weekends 

 More digital access 

 Extra work for children if they are struggling 

 Comprehension and interpretation questions – to be marked by the teacher 

74% (97/131) felt very or extremely confident supporting numeracy at home. 21% felt somewhat 

confident and only 7 parents did not feel confident. 



Parents suggested the following to help them better support numeracy at home: 

 Individual homework to help when children are struggling 

 Exemplars of how to do numeracy tasks 

 Want to know more about what is being learned in school 

 Links to You Tube videos 

 Fixed tasks/ prescriptive homework 

 Number games/ board games library 

 More interactive/ online learning/ digital tasks 

 Additional tasks for more able pupils 

73.5% of parents felt that the school should provide homework/ family learning options. 

Other feedback 

 Many comments in the final section were the same as above. 

 Some people didn’t want any homework and some wanted much more. 

 Quite a few people felt that children were too tired at end of school day to do homework and 

they should just have time for social clubs, sports clubs, etc. 

 Some people wanted only optional tasks and some people wanted all fixed tasks. 

 Some people really liked the family learning options and some didn’t. 

 Some people asked that fixed tasks be kept minimal. 

 A couple of people wanted weekend homework but others requested no homework at 

weekends 

  Research/ reports were suggested for older pupils 

 Quite a few people requested more information about what pupils were doing in class 

(numeracy, literacy, class topics, etc)  e.g. provided through Class Story on Class Dojo 

 Homework/ family learning should reinforce learning in class 

 Meet The Teacher opportunity at the start of the year. 

  



Pupil Views 

 

Our next steps 

- Continue the family learning grids. Most parents are in favour of this approach and this is based on 

research which says that family learning approaches have more benefit than traditional homework tasks.  

- Continue to include links between family learning tasks and class work e.g. based around topics/ subjects/ 

etc. 

- Continue to keep fixed tasks minimal – many parents indicated that their child has a lot of after school 

activities and/ or they struggle for time for homework. Optional tasks are there for those who wish to engage 

in these. 

- Some fixed tasks can be issued as and when required by teachers to support reinforcement of learning in 

class. 

- Inform parents more about what their children are learning in class. This will be done through Twitter/ 

Dojo Class Stories and Learning profiles. 

- HT to work with gp of pupils to look at tracking learning outside of school (e.g. new skills, social clubs, 

sports, etc) 

- Continue to promote Bug Club as a reading for enjoyment/ alternative reading books at home.  

- Teachers/DHTs will continue to liaise with parents where there are difficulties with learning and provide 

some additional support tasks/ activities to help parents support at home. 

- Create parent information sheets/ show methods of learning (these will be uploaded to school website). 

- Create a family learning/ homework policy 

  

Question  P4 P5 P6 P7 P4-P7 aggregate 

Positive responses for maths homework 63% 66% 62% 60% 62% 

Positive responses to spelling homework 68% 69% 52% 42% 58% 

Positive responses to reading homework 70% 74% 62% 58% 66% 

Positive responses to research homework 88% 78% 63% 72% 75% 

Thinks maths homework helps in class 63% 57% 27% 25% 43% 

Thinks spelling homework helps in class 63% 74% 37% 47% 55% 

Thinks reading homework helps in class 58% 62% 54% 45% 55% 

Thinks research homework helps in class 68% 57% 50% 55% 57% 

Gets help from an adult 68% 81% 79% 68% 74% 

Spends 60 mins or under per week 100% 90% 92% 92% 93% 

Thinks homework is important 78% 90% 37% 35% 60% 

      As children progress up the school, there is less enjoyment and engagement in maths, spelling and reading homework 

Children have the most positive attitude towards research based tasks (75% overall) 
  Children have the least positive attitude towards spelling tasks (58% positive response overall) 

 Almost all P4-P7 children spend less than an hour on homework each week (93%) 
  The majority of P4 (78%) and P5 (90%) children think homework is important  

   The minority of P6 (37%) and P7(35%) children think homework is important 
   In P6 the link between homework and classwork declines 

     In P7 the link between homework and classwork declines, with the exception of spelling 
  



Appendix 2 

Examples of Family Learning Grids/ Spelling Activities 

The following is an example of a family learning grid which will be issued termly. 

 

This is an example of suggested spelling activities 

 


